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Government is bound to refrain from itself ipter-fering with it. But what if it recognised and registered the castes or communities, and allowed them to organise themselves for certain well-defined purposes, including legislation on a specified number of subjects? I have used the word " caste " for convenience. In fact, the group organisation would apply to Muhammadans as well as Hindus and men of other creeds. In the main the new Bodies would probably be based on Caste machinery and on the rough-and-ready procedure of Caste Panchayets.1 But they would also partake of the character of the Associations Cultuelles as contemplated under the new French law for the disestablishment of the Church. In any case there would be a great deal of reconstitution of the castes. They would become very much localised, but their influence and responsibility would be strengthened. As long as the quasi-religious personal or caste law remains in India they would be valuable units in local administration, Government recognising the collective responsibility of each unit as it does in the case of a municipality or district board, but without their leading strings. The scheme would have to be worked separately for each district, the municipalities and district boards
1 Forbes (Oriental Memoirs) gives an interesting account of the working of tlie Panchayet system as part of the administrative machinery one hundred years ago. Major Popham Young has revived the idea in Patiala State, and speaks enthusiastically, in his latest Report, of the success of the experiment.